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Most of us have heard a lot about mangrove forests, but are you actually aware of the definition of 

these biodiversity hotspots? Mangroves are a group of trees and shrubs, sustaining in the coastal 

regions of the planet. These trees grow in low-oxygen soil with slow-moving water. India is also 

blessed with some amazing mangrove forests that are nature’s blessings, with Sundarbans being the 

most important of all. 

Let’s find out some of the top mangrove forests in India. 

Sundarbans, West Bengal 

Not many must be aware that the great Sundarbans in West Bengal are the largest mangrove 

regions in the world! A UNESCO World Heritage Site, Sundarbans is densely populated by mangroves 

and is home to the Royal Bengal Tigers. The forest is also home to more than 180 species of trees 

and plants. Besides, Gangetic dolphins and estuarine crocodiles are also its popular residents. 

Pichavaram Mangroves, Tamil Nadu 

Counted among the largest mangrove forests in India, Pichavaram mangrove is situated close to 

Chidambaram in Tamil Nadu. The whole region is exquisitely scenic and houses a large number 

Aquatic birds. 

Godavari – Krishna Mangroves, Andhra Pradesh 

Set in the eastern coast of India, the Godavari-Krishna mangroves lies in the deltas of the Godavari 

and Krishna rivers and extend from Odisha to Tamil Nadu. The forest is under protection for 

Calimere Wildlife and Pulicat Lake Bird Sanctuary and is home to some rare animal species and 

aquatic birds. Flamingoes and egrets are an annual visitor here. 

Bhitarkanika Mangroves, Odisha 

The second largest mangrove forest in India is Bhitarkanika in Odisha. The forest is created by the 

two river deltas of River Brahmani and Baitarani. It is one of the most significant Ramsar wetlands in 

India. 

Baratang Island Mangroves, Andamans 

Another gorgeous swamp of mangroves is set on the Andaman’s Baratang Island. It’s a great place 

for wildlife explorers and birdwatchers, located just 150 km away from Port Blair. Some exotic bird 

species can also be spotted here. 

Source: https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/travel/destinations/a-look-at-top-5-mangrove-forests-
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